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HOUSE BI LL 1094

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Hatfield and Morris

Read first time 01/15/2003. Referred to Commttee on State
Gover nnent .
AN ACT Relating to elections by mil; anmending RCW 29.38.010,

29.38. 020, and 29.38.030; and adding a new section to chapter 29.38
RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 29. 38. 010 and 2001 c 241 s 15 are each anmended to read
as foll ows:

registration—as—provided+nrROAM29-07-160)) as a mail ballot precinct.

The county auditor shall notify each registered voter by mail that for

all future primaries and elections the voting in his or her precinct

will be by mail ballot only. ((+hdetermningthenurberof registered
. . : I f thi o I

Not hing in this section may be construed as altering the vote tallying
requi renents of RCW 29. 62. 090.
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status restored to active.))

[f ((the precinct exceeds two hundred registered voters, or)) the
auditor determnes to return to a polling place election environnent,
at least sixty days before the next election the auditor shall notify

each registered voter, by mail, of this and shall provide the address
of the polling place to be used.

Sec. 2. RCW29.38.020 and 2001 ¢ 241 s 16 are each anended to read
as follows:

At any nonpartisan special election not being held in conjunction
with a state primary or general election, the county, city, town, or
district requesting the election pursuant to RCW29.13.010 or 29.13. 020
may al so request that the special election be conducted by mail ball ot.
The county auditor may honor the request or may determ ne that the
election is not to be conducted by nmail ballot. The decision of the
county auditor in this regard is final.

wa-—batot—)) The auditor shall handle inactive voters in the
((same)) manner ((as—rhracttve—voters—+n—mat—baltot—precinets))

provided in section 4 of this act.

Sec. 3. RCW 29. 38. 030 and 2001 c 241 s 17 are each anmended to read
as foll ows:

((FA—ah—odd-—nunbered—year)) The county auditor nmay conduct a
primary or a special election by mail ballot ((eenreurrently—wth—the
primary:

2 s ball : ol r .

I . ol i I ;
2 s ball : ol r .

HB 1094 p. 2



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e e o
o O A W N PP O

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

atthor-ty—eb—the—county—etty—oar—teownr—-nvelved) ) .

The county auditor shall notify ((ar)) each election jurisdiction
for which a primary or a special election is to be held that the
primary or special election wll be conducted by mail ballot.

{( { A—prirary n-an-odd-nunbered year nmy not be conducte

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 29.38 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Except as otherw se provided by aw, mail ballots nust be processed
in the same manner as absentee ball ots. Except where a recount or
litigation under RCW 29.04.030 is pending, the county auditor shall
have sufficient mail ballots ready to mail to voters of that county at
| east twenty days before a primary, general election, or special
el ection.

As soon as ballots are available, the county auditor shall mail or
deliver a ballot and an envel ope, preaddressed to the issuing officer,
to each active registered voter. The auditor shall send each inactive

voter either a ballot or an application to receive a ballot. The
auditor shall determne which of the two is to be sent. If the
i nactive voter returns a voted ballot, the ballot nmust be counted and
the voter's status restored to active. |f the inactive voter conpl etes

and returns an application, a ballot nmust be sent and the voter's
status restored to active.

--- END ---
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